
Answering emergency call from MDA in Israel

With the ongoing height-
ened hostility in Israel,
Canadian Magen David
Adom (CMDA) chapters
received an emergency call
from Magen David Adom
(MDA) Israel about the
immediate need for 50 first
responder scooters. 

These scooters allow an
MDA paramedic to get to
the scene of an accident/ter-
rorist attack that much faster, speeding up response time and, most impor-
tantly, saving lives.

When that emergency call was received here, in Winnipeg, the local
chapter of CMDA opted to temporarily suspend the current ambulance
drive and answer this urgent call by sending one of the needed scooters.
Each of these specialized scooters cost $30,000. 

“We decided to commemorate John Thiessen, a great Christian support-
er of our chapter’s activities who passed away in 2014, with this scooter,”
said Ami Bakerman, Winnipeg chapter founding board member. 

And, with the majority of the funds for the scooter coming from Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba (JFM) donors, the chapter wanted to ensure they
too were recognized. So, the inscription on the scooter will read, “Donated
by Jewish Foundation of Manitoba Donors In Memory of John Thiessen,
May He Rest in Peace, Winnipeg, Canada, 2016.”

According to Rob Berkowits, JFM director of development and gift plan-
ning, “MDA is a true humanitarian organization. I was extremely pleased
when [Winnipeg CMDA chapter members] John Plantz and Ami Bakerman
approached me recently about establishing an organizational endowment
fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

“CMDA already has many Foundation donors, but the establish-
ment of the fund will make it even easier to support CMDA’s mis-
sion and I believe it will inspire people to leave a legacy of support.”

Berkowits met Thiessen via their mutual friend, Plantz, during his
time as director at the Jewish National Fund (JNF).

“John Thiessen was a kind, soft spoken, and generous person,
committed to supporting many Jewish agencies and organizations,”
recalled Berkowits. “He was a true friend to Israel and the local
Jewish community. 

“I share John’s strong belief and support of the fine work delivered
by CMDA. I have always been drawn to the fact that MDA provides
treatment to any individual who needs help, regardless of ethnicity,
race, political, or religious affiliation.

“CMDA’s decision to honour John’s memory by commemorating
the purchase of this medical scooter is a wonderful way of perpetu-
ating his commitment to Israel and the Jewish people.”

Thiessen’s decision to introduce his Christian community to the
importance of supporting Jewish organizations, like JNF, Israel
Bonds, and CMDA/MDA stemmed from his belief that Jews are
God’s chosen people.

“I think my dad’s passion for the Jewish people came from his love
for the Lord and His Word,” said Brenda Ronald (43), Thiessen’s
youngest child. “The Jews are God’s chosen people and God has a
special purpose for them. Dad loved, respected, and honoured them
for that, and he wanted others to do the same. That love has trickled
down to us - his children - and, although we aren’t actively involved
like he was, we do support churches and organizations that help
Jewish people.”

Thiessen worked very hard collecting funds for CMDA ambu-
lances, and both of his daughters and their families feel it is a great
tribute to him and their late mother/Thiessen’s wife, Janice, to have
his name inscribed in this way, saving lives in Israel.

Back when current CMDA chapter member Daniel Glikman was
16-years-old, he joined a Youth Zionist Movement. Later, while in
university, Glikman joined the Jewish Human Rights Movement
before making his way to Winnipeg from Buenos Aires, Argentina
12 years ago, with his wife, Adriana.

“After arriving here, I wanted to do something concrete, specific,
to help Israel,” said Glikman. “I didn’t feel comfortable just calling
myself ‘pro-Israel.’ I needed to do something that reflects my beliefs.
CMDA Winnipeg has provided me with that opportunity since I
joined four years ago. 

“I found, at CMDA Winnipeg, committed and friendly people

working as a group. And
that, while each member
has their own profession
and background, from
lawyers, to accountants,
contractors, managers, and
some who are retired, we
all come together to support
MDA and its efforts in saving lives in Israel and beyond.”

The Winnipeg chapter is always looking for more people wanting to get
involved and help in any way. More scooters and ambulances are still need-
ed, and they are great ways to commemorate loved ones.

“We need to spread out our message - to help the People of Israel, espe-
cially in times of great need,” said Glikman. “And, what better way to do
this than providing emergency medical assistance through MDA?”

CMDA Winnipeg will be holding its annual telethon at the end of August
2016 for anyone wishing to help answer MDA’s emergency call by donat-
ing and/ by allocating JFM funds, or leaving a legacy of support to the
People of Israel.

For more information, visit www.cmdai.org or by calling/texting CMDA
Winnipeg founding chapter member, Ami Bakerman, at (204)-771-7326.
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