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On Sunday, October 30, 2022, more than 130 people gathered for an 
intimate brunch full of warmth, celebration, and entertainment at the 

Congregation Etz Chayim in Winnipeg for the annual Endowment Book of 
Life Signers’ Brunch.  

 
Due to the pandemic, this was the first year since 2019 that we could 

host this event in person. At last, signers from 2020, 2021 and 2022 had 
the opportunity to publicly make their commitment to leaving a lasting 

financial legacy to their community. 
 

To read their full stories and over 800 Endowment Book of Life stories, 

bookoflife.jewishfoundation.org

Bonnie Cham & 
Lorne Bellan

Heather & John 
Diamond

“The journey of settling into Canada 
continued. In 1935, the Birnboim family 
moved to Winnipeg, where 3 of Shifra’s 

brothers, Louis, Morris and Izzy (who had 
immigrated in 1930 from Poland) lived.  
It was the family’s hope that Menashe 

with his knowledge of Torah and Talmud 
combined with his previous teaching 
experience could make a living as a 

private Hebrew teacher.”  

bookoflife.jewishfoundation.org
to read the whole story!

“It was important to the Bookhalters and 
Levines - all of them - to give back to the 
community, and this commitment to the 

Jewish Foundation of Manitoba is one 
way of expressing their gratitude to this 

community which was, and is, an integral 
part of their lives.”

bookoflife.jewishfoundation.org
to read the whole story!

“Having been born in Shanghai, China 
on May 7th, 1941, made my early 

beginnings quite different from most 
other members of Winnipeg’s 

Jewish community.

Shanghai became known as the ‘Port of 
Last Resort’ for many European Jews, 

and I spent the first seven years  
of my life there.”

bookoflife.jewishfoundation.org
to read the whole story!

 “A few years later, the Holocaust Education 
Committee reached out to me to help with 
an ongoing project. I joined the committee 

and soon took over as Chair. One day, 
survivor Joe Riesenz”l, approached me with 
a fascinating idea—would I document the 

stories of local survivors before, during and 
after the Shoah in a book? Joe wanted these 

stories to live on and to be accessible to 
students. It was an enormous task but also a 

labour of love.”  
bookoflife.jewishfoundation.org

to read the whole story!

bookoflife.jewishfoundation.org
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